Edward R. Stettmlus,.lr.

Secretary of State, head of first UN delegation (1900-1949)

Edward Reilly Stettinius, Jr. was United States Secretary of
State under Presidents FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT and Harry S
Truman, serving from 1944 to 194s.

Stettinius was born in Chicago, graduated from the Pomfret
School in 1920, and attended the University of Virginia until
1924.In 1926 he married Virginia Wallace, with whom he
would have three children. That year he became assistant
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Nations Conference on International Organization, was
instrumental in the formation of the UN and was present
at its official founding on June 26, 1945. Stettinius resigned
as Secretary of State to become the first U.S. Ambassador to
the UN. He then resigned from that position in June 1946,
after which he became critical of what he saw as Truman’s
refusal to use the UN as a tool to resolve tensions with the
SovietUnion. e e - - - - -

As noted by WILLIAM VANDEN HEUVEL in his 2002 speech at
the club, FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT’s last known communication
with the Century was on June 10, 1944. HERBERT HOUSTON
had asked him to write a supporting letter for Stettinius,
but Roosevelt said to tell the Committee on Admissions that
Stettinius was a good man who would add greatly to the
values that the Century Association cherished.
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Stettinius died of a coronary thrombosis at the age of 49.



